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RURAL DEVELOPMENT lN INDIA : AN OVERVIEW

Dr. Rupali R Shinde'

lntroductlon

. AASTRACT

Rural development has becone a buzz word in lhe era of lb1raljzalion' pttuatization and

ouaatiiltiii:i..c;rr 6e onlv when we take care ot tuat peoPte and lhei needs E rutat econony must be

Zl;;:;:;;;;;;;;;';;;;;L"oioit. ii n" country ^ne'i 
8a percent ciize.n tives in the uttase ruel

)1,,"r""^"rr i. "rilor" as lndia lives in villases:;ntess tuRl lnd, changes lnclia cannol ptogtess ln lhe

iii,iiii'iiiiiiaiiitiii.*i,ii iiiii,i,,. iiii i, ,:t"r,pt to imptovins tha tite stvte ot tuGt peopb As a

i:iiiir. iirl, iiiiiiii"d E aimed a mpov; he soiiat and ecoitom'c wettbeing at a specn. srcup a:
'^;-^::iL;;;';; ;;; ",. ,nir. aurar d;velopnent is nat as simpte es ir tooks on paper tt needs

iZii;ilti;Z;;';;';;in;; fiii ti,iii" 'i,'i"ii,u 
,nd chanses in adninisrative' technicat and potiticat

i'"i. iiii piipii aiiriirs the obqctive' scope, impodanc'' rurat devetapnent pragramme' chattenses

and appodunity lot tural dovelopmenl

KEYwoRDs:RuralDevelopmenlPrcgftnme,Liberalizalian'Pivalizatian'Globaiizalion'Employment.
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I

q.

Thelermruraldevelopmenlmeansovelalldevelopmenlol'!Ialareastoimprovelhequalilyoflife
ol rLral ;e;;l;. ln lhis sense: il rs a mLhidimen;ionalani broad concepl' and cause Ihe.developnenr o'

i^r.,no'rni 
"ssociareo 

activrlies Ike an,mal hJsbanory. poull{y, lishery' loreslry' mining etc cottage

ffi.;Y";'il-;&;;-ocio' 
""ono.," 

,nr'u.t,r"tr,", coirmunnv service & tacilities & abole all humar

i"iiri.ii i" ir.f 
"i"ul. 

es a sequence, ruraldevelopmenl rs the r€sull ol collaboration belween vanous

iiimis fte pirysicat, teci no comriercial, social, cultural and institutional laclors'

Rural is an ar€a, where lhe people are engaged in primary occupatron,which means occgpatior

base on naiural resources. Bural 
"r""s "," "pu,i"-ly 

setl;d ph;e kom the inlluence of suburbs anJ

;;"".il;;;;;lai-a;rtl.o. iroan ano suo.,'oan a;eas' rhe Popurarion rhere INes in.small virlase and

, i""l"ii"ri. nr.f area; ha/e agr,cutture as major occuparion they are also characlerized by economy

l*" ii,loos.o, ,i"i"s, oil ani gas exploratron or lourlsm, Lrvrng condition in rural areas are ditferenl

;;; "ii;;f;;";"; ;i;"1 the services aie limrted' Ivlanv sovernment services such as raw-enforcement'

;;h;];"-d6;,1rir*; ano iiu'a,ies 
"," 

t"t" o' not'"i"it"uto, manv ulrlilv managemenl svslem like

*-"i"i isriurti"r, sel,vage managemont, sre;r tights & garbage co ection,mighl b€ abs6nt. Public

i;;;.#;;;i; ;;*"ilable o, ;s absenr The criena lol communitv to be classilioo as Id'al based is

iow p'oputarion de'nsny tess social drlfersnlia!;on slow rate ol social change'

Development ls grad!al and sequenllai process' lt releru lo growth' ovolutlon' !l!ge ot

inducemenl 0r progless.

Bural Developmenl (RD) s a process which arms at improvrng,lhe bemg- and 
-^i::llti]i::^",1

populalron livrng in the rural area fi-ouqh group process lt is slralegv desrgneo lo lmprove trre seur!

economic lile of PoPUlalion.

Head, O6panm€ntol Commsrcs, K.V N Naik Ans, Commsrcs & Soisxc6 Coll€oo, Nasi!' llaharashlra
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tnspira- Journat o, Conrmerce, Economics a CompJler Science: Juty-S€prember, 20 1 7. ObJectlvss o, Rurst Development. The mast imoortant objective js to rncrease the socio economrc l6vel ot peoote. To develop agriculture, housc, pLbl-c serv,ce ano vrllaoe comm,rnir" ' 'o To bring enhancemenl rn produclron ot agr"r",J""" 1r,rn"=,,ir,"J .*0,,,"... To befler the heatth and edLcation condrlion erc. of the n raloeoa,"l 

-- - .,-,
. To jrrprove condirions ol the,;Jtage,s wirn lh"iao;" ;;;;u: '""',". To jrnprove v;llage commun,calton.
Scope_and lmporlance of Fural O6velopment

Rural developmenl is a moderr
s,oMh.h "si;;;;;;i;;"ili'"'.11#iil,T"iil!iii,F,lllJ",ff:#'[[::,:X:iffiJl""TJff:l:
lHii,l",,l ll""il3|liffi;."Jl"f:,3;"["']9, o.,P"" nearrrr, runctionaiiir!-ra-iv iii'idi"cauon, commL,nicarion

"on""pr, 
rr,i"r, iri,o]i""'i,i;;;J;i;,0"t'"" o't'" a simple concepr. Bualdevernnrnen is a murt,.aspscr

wifui*:,1",e"*il;1;.i'd;'"*iF,Iili;!1'fli,,t.,:','"'"%r:rfliTnn*lij::"::,nl
ir,ign"#ili:",f"TTiil":ll*i$t":i,,,*fl:L:[?'J *?9,"#i ;i#f,'# h:*il*:#
o";"r"p.",r ;" i r',iii""" n;;;::i ,H"fl"";:? g,"llljf"33331"n ,"0 

"re-expended 
rn rnoia nl,i"i. Hurar dsvelopmenr is a natinna,-reqJ:rernent.n inOra because nearlyTso/o ot popu,alion oi tnotative tn thess area thJs to devetop tre naron,.lr" a*!r"p.""ii.,i".""J"l.y. r-,rty p"r""n, ,i.,"nat;onalincome is oblarn fro.n agt.cLlturdlrn r_ral tndtd.z About three our ot loLr lndan neople gels emproyment vta agrcu,tLre. Agficutrure ano rurdtsecrolprovide raw material tn oJlk to;,lousures.' 

["J""1i3'3ii*:l:1,!iij"1l"*".": *', "ularpopLrar,on 
morivares rhe increased purchdsios

iror;,i""r ini,u'o;iirv. 
- ' '' '-'ur' rne 9row;ng d;sparitv belween the rural po., a rr"i"Io-ri,*.8

-,'*:N;Xlfl?iT j,X'"",#*slcultu-rir chara,er' An economv base on rourism. oir. sas exprorarion,

;:u";:j*:n:t*",gf:,t"JT:"Li:i:{ili.""Jl#1"::#""tr ji"",,":H.,"""nffi,#::
can're crassirieo'a iurii 

";;;il,b.:::,iff1#%trr#H,,fffE:: ;":::"J,,#Jfl[",1;"1-,XISJ]ispatiat mobiljty, slow rate o, socid ;hange.
Rural Dev6lopmehl proglammes alfer lndependenc€
, 

year &-Name ol the programme alter inoepenoence:
] '1948.GMrc- 

Grow More Food Campargn.: 1950.-Jt,4pC, Japansse Me odo, paddy Cuhryationc. i9S2 CDp- Conrmlrnjty Devetopmenl programms4. i953 NES _Nalionat Extgnsion Servcec. t96t IAD? _lntensive Agrjculture Dislricr programme6. 1963 ANP- Apptied Nutrition proqramme
/. 19€,4-6-5 _lAAp lnl€grated Agricu-iturat Ar€a programme! 1964 jC_Dp. lntegratod Caflt; Developmenr e-1i.".r.9. 1965 NDp _Nationat Oemonstralion pro,ect

]Y r966 o_DP.-oilseed Developmenr programme

]] 1966,67 HWp _High yrerdjng Var,erie; prog;mme
1.?. 1966 FTEP _Farmers Trainin! and Educatio-n progiamme
11 1966 FTC -Farmers Trajnins-Centre z1_1 1966 MCp, Mulrtpto Crop p;gram;s
]:. 1970 opAp- Oraughr pr;ne Aiea programme

]: 1970 DFAp _Dry Farming Area programms

:! 1971 lCDp _lntegrated Coflon Development progremme

l:. 1971 W_V_DP- Whot€ Vilago D€veropm6nt programme19. 1971 SFDA_Srna Farmers Development Agency
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20. 1971 MFAL-Marginal Farmers and Agricu[ural Labour Agency
21- 1971-72 TADP" Tribal Area Devetopment programme
22. 1973 HADP ..Hill Area Devetopmeni Programme
23 1974 TEV -Trarning ano Visit Slslem
24- 1974 KVK -Krushi Vigyan Kendra
25. 1974 TDB- Tribal Development Block
26- 1975 CADP- Command Area Developmenl Programme
27- 1976 IRDP -lntergraded Rural Devetopmenl programme
28. 1976 ORP -Operational Research Ploject
29. 1976 SF -Social Forestry
30. 1977 DDP- Desert Development Programme
31. 1978 LLP-Lab-lo-Land Prog6mme
32- 1978 NARP- National Agricu llurat Research Projecl
33. 1979 TRYSEI,I -Training o, nural Youth lor Setf Employment
34. 1980 NREP -NationalBural Empioyment Programme
35. 1980 DRDA-District Bural Developmenl Aoency
36. 1980-81 TUP- Tribal Upli,tment Project
37. 1981 RLEGP -Rural Landless Emptoyment Guarantee Programme
38. 1982 DWCRA- Development ot Wom€n and Children in Rural Arsas
39. 1984-85 NAEP- Natjonal Agricultural Extension Projeci
40. 1986-87 NWDP- National Warershed Oevetopment project
41. 1989 JRY- Jawahar Hojgar Yojana
42. 1990-91 NWDPBA- National Water Developmenl proieci lor Rain fed Areas
43. 1 998 NATP- Naiional Agicultural Technology project
44- 1998 ATMA. Agrlc!ltural Technology Managenrent Agency/'. i5:' 2005 NAIP -Nailonal Agricuiturat tnnovalion Project

. 46- Nalional Bural Employmenl Guarantee Act 2005 (or, NREGA No42) was taler renamed as the
"Mahalma Gandhi Nallonal Rural Emptoymenl Glaranlee Act,, (or, MGNREGA), is an tndian
labour law and Socjal security measure that aims to guaranlee the right to work. I aim6 to ensure
livellhood security in ftjral areas by giving at ieast 100 days ol wage empto!,rn€ni in a year to
every houso whose adull members volunteer lo do unskiljed hanualwork.
Slarting irom 200 districts on 2 February 2006, the NREGA covered a th€ districts of lndia lrom I

April 2008.The statute is hailed by the government as 'the most ambitious and targest social security and
public wo*s programme in the world". The world bank tgmed NREGA a" stollar sxamplo oJ rurat
developmenf in its world development report2ol4.

The MGNREGA was started wilh the objective ol ,improving tivelihood security in rurat areas to
provide at least 100 days of conlkmed wag€ emptoyment in a ysar, to ei/ery house whGe adult members' volunleer lo do unskilled manualwork". Another aim of MGNREGA is to create durable assots (srrch as
roads, canals, pondsi w€lls). Employment has lo be providsd within 5 km radius o{ an applicant's home,
and minimum wages are to be paid. Applicanls ar€ €tigibte to an unemptoyfient a owa;c! jf work is not
provided with in iirteen days .Thus, MGNREGA is a legat entiltemenl em,byment. MGNREGA is to be
implemenied by gram panchayais. Labour s€vere tasks tiko built inlrastructure lor water haNesting, llood
conrrol, droughl reliel are preferrso.

Living aside the provisjon of economic socurity and creatrng rural assets, NREGA hstp protect
environrnenl, empowerment oi rural women, teducing rural urban migra{on an lostering among dthers,
Many saleguards to promote jts eliective management and implgm€ntation are provid€d by law, The act
maintains lhe principles and agencies ,or jmptgmentation, financing pattem, alo;ed wolk list, moniloring
and gvaluation and measures lo ensure lransparency,
N6w Chall6nge and Opportunlty tor Bural Development

. GlobalEaiion is a malor source ol change. lt is a comptsx process, consisting of global penelration
ol linance and market, information and media, technology and cuh!rs, transport alnd t-ourism, and even
orime. Globalization in all oi its aspects may not be new. Liberalized trade regimos as well as more

. consumer drivon agricultural, integlated and ,ood markets ar6 rapidty globalizing and driving lnnovations,
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,orcins iarmers lo loose oLt or adapl' we alein rn^e I'*l:kl'",1:*'L1*::'iJiy:',:6!TTft',[l:
a sriri rro.n markeb ro netwo,ks. .. 

:'iun::dfi"N"li:'J'i"", #;; ;;;;ri; 
"rso 

ber,s p,ovioeo

iliiy""#"J"J:,:;#ll*"J;ilfl:i:fl;*"""?'""p'"ii"ir"i' i" ""u'; 
p oducts arreasrl

Concluslon
The current strategy oi rutal developmenl mainly locuses - 19":ry"^1]'19:i""' 

good lifestyle

ooDonun:ties, provioing b"'i" n""""itv oio'i''i'it"ili'rt J rrttougn ;nno'ar' 'e 
programmes 01 earning and

s;ll_€mploym€nl .The mo"r 
"n"u"ng'ng 

t"""i'i"';- 
"iJaie 

a nsdori invotving iarmers'_€xlsnsion workels'

6overnmeni, private sector' 
'""u"'"""'1"' "ii-pii"itaiers 

to increaso our 
^Jnderslandrng 

and be

in{ormed ol new challeng"" 
'no 

opponun"niJi'it i'" 'i'"i "n'icn'ng """n 
orh"r' spawninn innovalion on all

sid6s & also lo see whert'e' rn" t.lno' n'"'u'Jul""n 
-pioi"iry 

'r'rit6o' 
rn" itplemsnlalro; i' lo be properly

checkec, lo bins tlre requireo resu rL 
' ";?;p"'i;i"; 

;i ;';"i 
"'eas 

shou rd h ave ou al(v ol lire unh ich is at

Darlotnepopulalionincilres&rowns';;J'aiiil,';;ft;;";JIoconsidero'rapp'oachesre'howlo
havB a positivo approach thal slads rrom'

R€leronces
,*AHandBookoicommunityDevelopment,London:HerMalesty.ssldionefuoifice'1958.

"' - ouoled in rhe Reporl "i 
R"";'iJL;";;i";;;";i; commifi;e'-New Delhi 

'Govt ot lodia

. P!blication,1966'
'* Oas Or,pta n X '"Autat Oevelopmenl nroorammes'in lndia'

i! Dreze Jean and sen nmarrya, rnol, LereLopmenl snd Parlicrpalon, orlord urjversily Press'

New Delhi,2002
*, Dutta" major issues in developmenl"-

E "Bural Oev€lopment "og'""" 
'' 

'no'u" 
A paper of Govt ot lndia' Minislly ol Aqriculture and

"' ;";;";ib6i ;iBurat5evetop''"n ' New Dsrhr' 1s7€ '

x The NBEG Acr, 2OOS, rn" o"r"noit i"o,", Extraordrnary' urnistry ol Law and Jlstlce, New Delhi,

lhe 7th SBPI , 2005'

(..

ODD


